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Lay-Carnorics of England, 


Mzoamseon Piſcopal Authority, Dear 
WAS Brethren, of which You 
and your Catholic Ance-o 
ſtors are —_ longide« 
- prived, being lately, by: 
G merciful Providaeus « 
God, and the Piety of His: 
\ ANDY Majeſty, reftor'd unto: 
GE FIERY at = you ;. and Our Perſons,. 
2,  tho' unworthy of ſuch a 
Dignity, made choice of to bear the Weight, and un- 
dergo the Sollicitude annexedroit : We-have judged 
ieproper, before We ſeparate Our ſelves in order to a + 
diſcharge of Our Duties in the reſpeRtive Counties 
committed to Our Care, to joyn in acommon Ad- 
dreſs unto You All, hoping that what comes thus di- 
retedby an united Application, will make a deeper 
Impreſſion on your Minds, & diſpoſe you to an eaſier 
Compliance with the Fatherly Admonitions which. 
every one in his particular Diſtrict ſhall think fir to be 
madeunto you. 
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Your Condition for many years: paſt hath been 
ſuch,as enabl'd you to manitaſt a ſtedfaſtneſs in your 
Religion, rather by ſuffering torit in your own Per- 
ſons, than by contributing aCtively towards the plans 
ting itinthe Mindsand Hearts of .your Fellow-Subs+ 
jets, - The Exerciſe of it hath been private and pre- 
carious, tending rather towards the preſervation ot it 
in your ſelves,than a propagation of it in others. Bur 
now ye-are- in Circumſtances of letting it appear a- 
broad, andedifying your Neighbours by proteſling it 


_ publickly, and living up to the Rules preſcribed by it. 


i Tim, L 


- We need not tell you what We oy you lie un- 
deron this Account, and how unjuſtifiable ycur Be- 
haviour will be in the Judgement of God and Men.. if 
it be not conformable to thoſe Rules, it the Libeity 
youenjoy of profcſſing your Religion be not improv- 
edinto the pracices ſuitable to the SanRity thereof, 
andifthe Truth of yout Faith be not manifaſted by an 
Exemplarity in your Lives. he 
; Charity which the Apoſtle declares to be the End 

of the Law,is the-Vertue by which your Faith.isto o- 
perate, and. be. kept alive: Your Underſtandings. 
may be. united without ir, but your Hearts connor, 
This latter:Unicniis that which maintains the ſormer;, 

and renders-it uſeful cowards obtaining. the End for. 


_ whichitis beſtowed upon you... 


- We cannot mindy ou ot this important Duty with 
words moreexpreflive of. what we deſire, than thoſe 
which theſame Apoſtle made uſe of ro exhort the E. 


"0b 4. pheſians : Wi conjur e you, as he did them, to walken 


a manier worthy of the Vacation by which you are 
called, with all Humility and Heekneſs, with Pa. 
— Felice 
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tience [upporting one another in Charity, ſolicitors 
for maintaining the Unity of Spirit in a Boyd of Peace. 

| Youſeeof how great Concern this Unity of Spirit 
is unto you, by the care-which'ithe Apoltle -rakes- to 
baveit well guarded, Youlikewiſe may obferyethe 
quality of the Guard which isſer-to ſecure it. The 
Employment of ordinarie Guards'is to ſecure peace, 
bur here- peace it ſelf is. appointed tobe the Guard: 
Peace in the firſt place with God, by anentire ſub. 
miſſion to the Orders of his. Divine Providence ;- from 
which connaturally follows a peace within-your ſel- 
yes, anda peace with your Fellow-Subjefts. - 

. As Peace is a ſecure Guard tothe Spirit of true Re- 
ligionand Piety, fo it is by the. Apoſtle ranked © © 
inthe third place amongſtthe Fruits of the Spirit. The 
Foul centers in-God by Charity, and finding there an 
emcire Satisfaction, reſts in Peace. Le 
.Our Intention in exhorting you to a Practice of Cha. 
rity, is not that it be confin'd.to perſonsof yourown 
Religion: Such confinement would be a deſtrution 
of it; for true Charity hath no Bounds. You muſt 
loyerthoſeof your Religion, becauſe they are ſo; and 
others, thatas they profeſs themſelves to be Chriſti- 
ans, they may become Members of the Catholic 
Church, You muſt evidence your  Loye- towards 
theſe, by gn inoffenſiveneſs in your Behaviour. 

. The mierpasy of paſt hardſhips which you have 
ſuffered fromſome amongſt them, may 'be apt to cre- 
ate proyoking Animoſities, andthe Liberty you now 
enjoy may poſſibly cempryou to infulroyer thoſe who 
formerly abridged you of it: Bur it muſt be your 
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care to prevent or ſuppreſs all ſuch irregular Motions. | 
You muſt endeayour to tread in the Foot. ſteps of our. 
Divine Maſter, who was fo far from making ſuch 
paſſionate returns, that he did not forbear, even in 
; the hight of his Pexſecutions, to ſignalize the Ex- 
+252, ceſs or his Charity to thoſe who were guilty of them. 
St. Peter puts you in mind of this, propoſing the 
Example of Chriſt co your imitation; who, whenhis 
Enemies treated him with moſt outragious Language, 
was far tromanſwering them in the ſame Diale& + 
When he was provok'd by them tothe highieſt degree 
of a juſt Indigriation, he did not fo much 'as threaten 
them with che exerciſe of his Power. The ſame A- 
. >  Poſtleleavinguga Charater of true Chriſtians, de- . | 
1703. clares, That theywmuft be unanimous, compaſſionate, 
kovers of the Brotherhood, merciful, modeſt, humble,: . 
not rendring evil for euil, railing for railing ; bf. . 
on the contrary returning Bleſſings to thoſe who treat +. ; 
ed them in this manner. I OS OG ot 
Now if in quality of true Chriſtians yow ought to-ii,. | 
live up to this Character; it you ought to make it” -- 
good inthe moſt provoking circumſtances that Pro--..:: 
vidence might place youin; what ist0 be expeRted” - :. 
from youintheſe which at prefent-you are fayoured 
with? You are Indulg'd a publick Exerciſe of; youp.;... . 
Religion; a great partot the Nation, whoſe Perſuar, 
fon in Points of Religion doth differ moſt from yours, ;.. - 
and which in time paſt hath been ſever upon. your:...., 
Perſons, is willing toenter intg a friendly Correſpon- = 
dence with you; andif ſomedthers do repirieat your 
being ſharers inthe Liberty which themſelves enjoy 
_ with 
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with much preater Adyantage, the moſt effetual 
means to.conyince them of their Error, is to edific 
them by your good Example. = 
You live under a Princeof your own Religion, to 
whom, nextunto God, you owe this Felicity, You 
have his Power to prote© you in the free Exerciſe of 
your Religion, and his Example to encourage your 
diſcharge of this Duty in a moſt edifying manner. 
' His M-jeſties aſſiduouſneſs art the Divine S:rvice, 
and other Functions perform'd in his Chappel, not- 
withſtanding the multitude of weighty Afﬀaics,which 
might frequently excuſe him from ſuch Attendance; 
the reſpectful Polturein which he performs this Re- 
ligious Duty, and which argues a Preſence of Mind 
no leſs than of his Body, cannot butinyite you, both 
as good Catholics and good Subjects, ro a Confor- 
micy with ſo eminent a Pattern. Whar buſineſs can 
diſpenſe you from diſcharging theſe Obligations, whet 
you ſee His. Majeſty under the Weight of the whole 
Government fo punctual in His Compliance with 
—__— Ss 
\ Ir may ſeem needlefs to ſuggeſt unto you another 
Oblipation you lie under, rot only.of aPaſliveObe- 
diencc to His Majeſties Orders relating to the Go- 
vernment, butalſoof an Attive andclieerful Concur- 
rence with Him rherein: Your own Safety and In- 
tereft being concern'd in this, and depending on it, 
are ſufficient Inducements for your endeayonring to 
give tull Satisfaction in this -Poitit; 
His Majeſty hath been graciouſly pleaſed not only 
to fayour you with his Royal Protection, but more- 
over to honour many-amongſt you with a ſhare of 
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the Government under him He hath admitted you ts 
Employ ments both Civil & Military, from which by. 
the ſeverity of our Laws you have formerly been 
excluded; Hehathplac'd you in Circumſtances of 
maniſeſting tothe World that it was neither. want 
of Loyalty nor Abjilicy that occaſion'd your former 
Excluſion: He hath capacitated you hereby  tore- 
move the Prejudices whichin former Reigns your. 


Religion and Perfons have Lyen.under. | Sothat 


hencetorth there will be no reaſon to apprehend your. 
being Sufferers, ' or that your Fellow- Subjects will 
be preterr'd. before you in management of public 
Truſts on theſe accounts, ſince Religion is no longer 
a Barto your Preferment..  _. .. EEO 
We thereforeecarneſtly defire thoſe amongſt you 
who are already 1n Offices, fo to behave themſelves 
inthem, .that neither his Majeſty may have. Occafi- 
on torepent, nor His other Subjects to repine. at the 


Choice hehath made of. them. We exhort thoſe 


Rom. 11, 


 Tpeaking oraQiing any thing that may ſeem. to have 


who are nor yetin public Employment, to bear their 
Lors with Modeſty and Patience, without Murmur. 
ing or Envy; Weconjureyouall to abſtain from 


the leaſt indecent refleRion upon the Government. 
The Councils of Kings are Sacred, as well as their 
Perſons; anditis a kind of Facrilege in SuhjeRts tobe 
too bold with either : Their Duty is, notto approach 
their Perſons but with reſpe&, nor diſcourſe of their 
Councils without ſubmiſſion, $i 
Let every Soul(We« peak to you again in the 
words of St, Paul )be ſubjett to higher powers fo 
: - goere 


ay 
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therets Mo power but of God, and thoſe that be, are or = 
dattien of God: Therefore he that reſiſteth power, 
refteth the Ordinance of God; and they who reſiſt, 
ao purchaſe to themſelves ' Dammation. What 
in this Texr of the Apoſtle is ſaid of Higher 
Powers, muſt be underſtood not only of the Supreme 
Authority which. is ſeared in the Kino's Perſon , bur 
proportionably alſo of: that which His Maj iy is 
leas*d toimpart to His Miniſters of State and other 
agiſtrats in their reſpeive ſtations. Ir is the King 
that acts principally.in, and by thoſe ſubordinate Of 
ficers: His Royal Character being ſtampt upgn 
them, challengeth Reſpect from the reſt of his *u". 
jeas,” and renders their Failings thereina Treſpaſs in 
ſome meaſure againſt Majeſty-ir ſelf ' © 
Having thus minded you ofthe general and more 
ſubſtanrial Duties incumbent on you. We do not 
judpe it either neceſſary or proper to deſcend at pre- 
ſerit to ſuch others as are of a more ſpecial Nature:Oc- 
caſions hereafter will not be wanting - of inculcating 
theſe, when We enter upon Our reſpetive Provin- 
ces, where we are todedicate Our Eabours to - your 
Spiritual improvement, and We-hope to find ſuch 
Diſpoſitions, as by readring Our Paſtoral Sollicitude 
proficable to you, may make iteaſicandcomfortable ** *** 
toourſelves. Prayfcr Us: And the God of peace, 
who brought out from the dead the great Paſtor of the 


Sheep, 
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Shrep in the Blood of the Eternal Teſtament, 0ur 
Lord Tefus Chrif?, fit youin all o0dneſs, wor king it 
you that which 1s pleaſing m his ſight. EX 
= Your moſt affectionace Servantsin Chriſt, 


 JobnBiſhopof Adramite. V. A. 
Bonaventnre Biſhop of CMadaura. VN. A 
 - Philip Biſhop of Aurelople. V. A. 
Fames Biſhop of Calizpols V. A- 
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HOLY-ROOD-HOUSE,  . 
Re-printed by Mr. P. B. Enginier, Printer: to the 
King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, for His Houſhold, 


' * Chappel and Colledge. 1688. 
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